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1. The purpose of our site  
 

We, the members of our project, thought of this website as a tool. A tool which  should 
facilitate the communication between us and all those who are involved in the difficult but 
rewarding task of helping children find their way through knowledge. 
 
We created a website for all those interested in education in general and in the education of 
children with special needs in particular. The name of the website is Bridges Over Learning 
Difficulties.  
 
The acronym BOLD itself is a significant word:  brave / not feeling fear. Isn’t this what we, 
teachers, do? Aren’t we the ones who assist and support our students in their  smooth or 
rough “journey” through knowledge? The teacher is the person who holds the child’s hand 
and guides him/her over this “bridge” which leads to achievement and self-esteem. 
 

2. The bridge: A metaphor of the learning process 

by Salvatore Sasso 
 

The image of the "bridge", which we have used in the logo of our website has been built to 
refer to communication between two identities: the student and the educators (family, 
teachers, experts). 
The bridges indicate not only the possibilities of relationships between people, but also the 
processes.  
Acquiring the bridge as a metaphor of Psychologic processes refers to the idea that John 
Dewey had made about education as "the art of building bridges."  
Therefore, education is primarily an art, which passes  through the channels of intuition and 
vision of the educator and of the educated called to remould the raw material (of which they 
are also part) ,and that we like to call "context". Accordingly,the educational act is first of all 
a work of art, otherwise it doesn’t become so. 
The "building bridges", as Frank Pinto Minerva (2004) affirms, concerns not only to make the 
link between spaces, people, knowledge, distances, proximities.... Dewey intends the real 
and appropriate bridges, those that serve to let go cars, people and animals. An art for which 
we do not improvise because to construct a bridge it needs a lot of preparation and 
technical knowledge, taken to loan from physics as from aesthetics. It is then up to the 
builder of the bridge to put his / her (), a mere technical exercise  or to be creative according 
to his /her sensitivity. 



The centrality that Dewey assigns to the experience allows us to consider how anyone can 
be able to develop and build his own brain-mind, in a relationship of "transaction" with the 
environment and in terms of continuity between the logical and psychological dimensions of 
space-time, non- necessarily constrained by linear dynamics and processes. The non-
linearity of the experience is made of pauses, sudden interruptions, unexpected jumps and 
returns. For Dewey, so the continuity is a "go ahead and go back", a process that has its own 
internal discontinuities. Thinking is therefore a process linked to a ceaseless "reconstruction 
of experience" with a permanent intellectual re-organization of the mind (democracy and 
...., 1916, p.70), JD (1933), 
       From the pedagogical point of view the bridge is an adequate  metaphor to represent an 
equal relational mode of intense value: 

- THE BRIDGE indicates the relation as a fundamental existential structure 
- THE BRIDGE crosses in two senses: it is a symbol of reciprocity 
- THE BRIDGE is necessary to overcome the grooves, fractures which separate 

difficulties and solutions; 
- THE BRIDGE indicates the  overcoming of natural obstacles, its crossing is open to 

the news of the other and of "things"; 
- THE BRIDGE connects two realities, facilitates the overcoming of distrust or 

prejudicial lacerations, assigns to the realities brought into dialogue equal dignity 
 

1.     The  description of the Web-Site 
 

Our web-site can be accessed at the address  http://www.bold-dyslexia.com/. When typing 
this address you can open the start page of the web site. It is a friendly page containing on 
its upper part a banner with the name of the site (Bridges Over Learning Difficulties) and the 
title of the project (Discovering and supporting dyslexia in the early years). The logo of the 
site shows a group of children crossing a bridge. Next to it can be seen the logo of the 
European Commission.  

 
 
 
 



 
 



On the left side of the page there is a MENIU bar. The meniu contains a number of buttons. 
Each button leads to documents which contain extracts from  different sections of this book. 
After reading the documents posted here you can come back to the main page by clicking on 
the banner with the title. 

 

 

 

Under these buttons there are seven national flags.  The eighth flag is the one of the 
European Union. When clicking on each  national flag you can go to the web-sites of the 
schools involved in this project. For example: clicking on the Italian flag you open the web-
page of the Italian school 138 Circolo Dittatico G.B.Basile Roma., etc. Clicking on the eighth 
flag you can go to the European  Comission Education & Training  site. 

 

 

 



On the right side of the page you can find another bar, containing a clock and the calendar. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


